plished in the communist education of the Soviet people.
Soviet art penetrates far beyond the borders of our coun-
try, telling of the life and deeds of our Homeland, which
Ihe capitalist press strives lo conceal from or distort in the
eyes of the wonking people.
Of great fundamental and practical importance for the
promotion of scientific theory was the recent discussion in
scientific circles on questions of biology.
The discussion on the theory of heredity raised pro-
found and fundamental questions relating to the struggle
of genuine science, founded on the principles of material-
ism,' against reactionary idealistic survivals in science,
such as the Weismann doctrine of unchangeable heredity,
which denies that acquired characteristics can be transmit-
ted. This discussion stressed the creative significance of
materialist principles for all branches of science, and this
should help to accelerate the progress of scientific theory
in our country. We should recall the task set. our scien-
tists by Comrade Stalin, the ta&k of "not only overtaking
but outstripping in the nearest future the achievements of
science outside our country/' (Prolonged applause.}
The discussion on biological questions was also of groat
practical significance, especially for the further advance-
ment of socialist agriculture. It is not fortuitous that this
struggle has been headed by Academician Lysenko, whose
services in our common effort to promote soteialist agri-
culture are well known. The keynote of this discussion
was Michurin's famous motto: "We cannot wait for
favours from Nature; we must wrest them from her." This
injunction of Michurin's, it may be said, is infused with
the Bolshevik spirit, and is a call not only to scientific
workers but also to the millions of practical fanners in
ep-gage in active creative work for the benefit and glory of
our people.